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DETAILED ACTION 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office Action, and apply to this and any subsequent Office Actions. 

Priority 

1 . Applicant's claim of priority to applications P2000-393083; P2000-393032 P2000- 
392953 ; P2000-392878 all filed 12/25/00 in Japan is made is acknowledged. 

Election/Restriction 

2. Applicant's previous election of invention I without traverse of the restriction requirement 
in Paper No. 5 was previously acknowledged and made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in 
a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date 
of application for patent in the United States 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



4. Claims 1, 14-18, 52 and 61-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 

by Sehr 6085976 which discloses: 

(re: cl 1,14,52,54) An electronic ticket management system comprising: 
an event organizer apparatus for planning an event (c4 L 1-26); 

an electronic ticket distribution authentication apparatus for distributing electronic ticket 
information that authenticates a right to attend the event (c7 L 65-c8L 2) ; 
an information storage chip for storing the electronic ticket information (c c6 L 15-37), 
the ticket including a plurality of attendee information (c 6 L 15-2331 ); 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,184 
Art Unit: 3653 



Page 3 



and an electronic ticket platform center for managing the distribution of the electronic 
ticket information, wherein the event organizer apparatus creates event information 
unique to each event, and registers the event information in the electronic ticket platform 
center (c 8 L 3-52); 

wherein the electronic ticket distribution authentication apparatus receives a request to 
distribute the electronic ticket information concerning the event from a user of the 
information storage chip, performs distribution authentication processing for determining 
whether the electronic ticket information is to be distributed to the user, and registers an 
authentication result in the electronic ticket platform center as ticket issuing information 
(c 8 L 3-52); 

and wherein the electronic ticket platform center creates an electronic ticket information 
master based on the event information registered by the event organizer apparatus, relates 
the ticket issuing information registered by the electronic ticket distribution 
authentication apparatus to the electronic ticket information master, and performs ticket 
issuing processing for writing the electronic ticket information into the information 
storage chip based on the ticket issuing information (c 5 L 12-48 ); 
and instructs the electronic ticket platform center to perform ticket issuing processing for 
writing the electronic ticket information into the information storage chip of the user 
based on the ticket issuing information (c 5 L 12-48) information transmitted via internet 
(c7L 16-24) 

ticket issuing information being register in the electronic distribution authentication 
apparatus based on the generated ticket information master (c 5 L 12-48) ; 

generating event information at an event organizer apparatus (c 12 L 1-65 ) 

, the generated event information including an event location and wherein the 
event location includes plurality of seating arrangements (c!5 L 37-67 ) 
Outputting apparatus for output even seating information sheet: (c23 L 1-5, 
boarding passs) 

wherein the electronic tick information written to the information storage chip is for a 
plurality of ticket for attending a specific event (cl5 L 9-37; c9 L 20-67 ;c21 L 49-c22 L 
8) 

(Re: cl 15) an event organizer apparatus for planning an event manages an allocation ratio 
of the electronic ticket information (cl 1 L 3-35); 

(Re: cl 16) the request to distribute the electronic ticket information from the user is sent 
via a network (c 7 L 25-67); 

(Re: cl 17) an electronic ticket information distribution store terminal is provided, and the 
request to distribute the electronic ticket information from the user is sent via the 
electronic ticket information distribution store terminal (c 7 L 25-67); 
(Re: cl 18) the electronic ticket information includes user information concerning the user 
of the information storage chip (c 6 L 15-21 ); 

(Re: cl 52) and an electronic ticket information reader installed at an event venue 
corresponding to the event information, for reading the electronic ticket information 
stored in the information storage chip and for permitting a user of the information storage 
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chip to enter the event venue only when the integrity of the event information stored in 
the read electronic ticket information is verified (c 8 L 3-52); 

(Re: cl 61-63) Event information includes a seat master concerning seat information (cl 1 
L 3-35) 

(Re: cl 64-66)(l, 14,66) wherein the electronic ticket information written to or stored on 
the information storage chip is assignable to other information storage chips (c21 L 3-27). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 1, 14-18, 52 and 61-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Laval et al. in view of Goldstein et al. '426 wherein Laval et al. discloses 

(re: cl 1,14,52,54) An electronic ticket management system comprising: 
an event organizer apparatus for planning an event (c6 L 32-46); 

an electronic ticket distribution authentication apparatus for distributing electronic ticket 

information that authenticates a right to attend the event (c7 L 55-c8 L65) ; 

an information storage chip for storing the electronic ticket information (c3.L61-63; c8 L 

10-28), the ticket including a plurality of attendee information (c8 L 11-16); 

and an electronic ticket platform center for managing the distribution of the electronic 

ticket information, wherein the event organizer apparatus creates event information 

unique to each event, and registers the event information in the electronic ticket platform 

center (c6 L 32-46); 

wherein the electronic ticket distribution authentication apparatus receives a request to 
distribute the electronic ticket information concerning the event from a user of the 
information storage chip, performs distribution authentication processing for determining 
whether the electronic ticket information is to be distributed to the user, and registers an 
authentication result in the electronic ticket platform center as ticket issuing information 
(c8 L 16-39); 
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and wherein the electronic ticket platform center creates an electronic ticket information 
master based on the event information registered by the event organizer apparatus, relates 
the ticket issuing information registered by the electronic ticket distribution 
authentication apparatus to the electronic ticket information master, and performs ticket 
issuing processing for writing the electronic ticket information into the information 
storage chip based on the ticket issuing information (c8 L 16-54); 

and instructs the electronic ticket platform center to perform ticket issuing processing for 
writing the electronic ticket information into the information storage chip of the user 
based on the ticket issuing information (c8 L 16-54) 

ticket issuing information being register in the electronic distribution authentication 
apparatus based on the generated ticket information master (cl6 L34-cl7 L 29 ; cl4 L 
30-cl5 L 9); 

generating event information at an event organizer apparatus (c7 L 7-33; cl4 L 30-cl5 L 
9) 

, the generated event information including an event location and wherein the 
event location includes plurality of seating arrangements (cl L 45-56): 

(Re: cl 15) an event organizer apparatus for planning an event manages an allocation 
ratio of the electronic ticket information (c6 L 32-46); 

(Re: cl 16) the request to distribute the electronic ticket information from the user is sent 
via a network (cl4 L 39-54); 

(Re: cl 17) an electronic ticket information distribution store terminal is provided, and the 
request to distribute the electronic ticket information from the user is sent via the 
electronic ticket information distribution store terminal (c8 L 16-39); 
(Re: cl 18) the electronic ticket information includes user information concerning the user 
of the information storage chip (c8 L 10-28); 

(Re: cl 52) and an electronic ticket information reader installed at an event venue 
corresponding to the event information, for reading the electronic ticket information 
stored in the information storage chip and for permitting a user of the information storage 
chip to enter the event venue only when the integrity of the event information stored in 
the read electronic ticket information is verified (c8 L 10-28 ; cl4 L 17-22). 

and Goldstein et al. discloses any elements not explicitly taught by Laval et al. including: 

(Re: cl 1, 14, 52, 54) the communications link is the Internet (c4 L 5-12 ) 

wherein the electronic tick information written to the information storage chip is for a 
plurality of ticket for attending a specific event (C5 L 12-23); 

Outputting apparatus for output even seating information sheet (c5 L 7-1 1 , airline 
seating.) 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,184 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3653 

(Re: cl 61-63) Event information includes a seat master concerning seat information (c6 L 8- 
21). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Laval et al. to specify seat 
information because differing individuals have differing seat preferences and needs and 
specifying seat assignments enhances the event experiences as taught by Goldstein et al. It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Laval et al. to write a plurality of 
tickets on a single chip to eliminate the need to carry extra smart cards for block tickets. It 
would have been obvious at the time of the invention for Laval et al. to use the Internet as a 
communications link to utilize a preexisting wide area network as taught by Goldstein et al.. 

Response to Arguments 

7. The applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are unpersuasive in 
overcoming the rejections. Sehr discloses seletion of a specific seat and airline depature 
location. Goldstein likewise teaches specification of an assigned seat and the venue where 
the event will take place, including airlines which specify seat assignments. 

Applicant's amendment to the specification was effective in overcoming the objection to 
the drawings/specification. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Exmr. Michael E. Butler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6937. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Patrick Mackey, can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/MICHAEL E. BUTLER/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3653 



